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Serious Fighting in Falklands May Come
U.

S. Officials Fear "=~

By This Weekend,

By WALTER S. Mossarzs
- And Geaw F. Sam

Staff Reporiers of Tne Walk STaxxr JOURNAL |
WASHINGTON ~— Reagar admuristration
officials {zarthat new, Imore serjous fighting
between Britaln ard-Argesi=a Iray break
out by the weskend if a dipkomatic solution
isn't reached by then in the Falidand Isiands’

. €

dispute. - L :
If battles begin'on the tws mainislands
or the seas aroond them, ofcials say, it s

However, ‘British- skips could be ip the
area by the time an Argentine submarine
could get there. Several Eritish warships
are in the vicinity of South Geargia, 800
miles away. Apd the vanguard of the 75-ship !
main British -Beet beading for the islands i

ing to US. officials.. . - .
In_Sundav’s brief battle, Am.n‘*-.’.na Jost
one of its four submarnes, A Wor! rar Ii- ;

4
era U.S.-buill crall. A secoad sucs suoma-

likely the U.S. would abandce its posture of

IO 15 LNoDerabDi® as well C.o. LIceilzslice

neutrality and openly suppor. Briziz, How-:

believes. That leaves. Argeninna wiln 0

ever, these foreizn policy 22 def=mse offi-
clals caution that Presicon P2agan hasn't
mage 3 final decisior, and trey predict the
US. will avoid any direct mi3ary rale.

, US. fears of pew fichting mtencified ves-
tercay. CindAls S, aller A—enczn tellr

148653 52 ATzenling Bas 5en. Gre O 1S -sub-
CArges 150 (02 EAsn-cecaes JarImie
EXCIISIon.. 2008 WL OTOALS 10 SInK Brhs

Terman-bull tresel suoinarines, €0iipzed
FiTh 1070=005s, (DAl Welt COMUILSSiCned in
1874. : : N ‘ R
Thouch Pentagon experts rate British an-
ti-submarine defenses highly, they say an
Argmmremncmndshpmmmemnsh
ﬂee!andsinkas.h’xp._ R .
Even 'Yf Argestina doesn't’ injfate pew
 hostillties tn the next few days, the British
fleet might. Prime Mirister Mblargaret

2a200n £ Brhis2in's recarire Soncev of

Thatcher has warped that the British navy

can't delay for long ooce it reachss the Is-
lands in force; becauvse the region's bnutal

ine Falxlancs grous. . -
L, The adrumsirabon also sspects that a-
snall team of British eomssacéos may Jand
on the Falklands in the next few days, even
before the mazin British fies! arTives in the’
area, 1o try-to disable the isiands’ sole alr

officials fear that If breader fighting

strip.

S USs

breaks oul, sericus pegotiatices aren't Hkely
10 resume woHl one side or the otber gains:

itbe adminisTration was stalzag yesterday
ito breathe pew lfe into its pegotiating ef-
'bm P . e .
! The State Department s2d ft was “in
“close touch” with both the Esittish and Ar-
{gentins govermmenis, Arge=tine Forelgn
| Minister Nicanor Costa Mende: continued to
put off 2 meeting with Secreary of Sate Ak
.mdﬂv Halg o - - - .". .. .
But US. cfficials sald that cther channels'
of communicztion were being rsed 1o relay
sthe latest US. peace propose’c_hammered
out in 8 meeting with Brigsh Foreign Minis-
ter Francis Pym i Washingien last wesk,. ]
J -1t isn't known what forseed the besis o
the intelligence report.that ‘Argerzoa.has
-Cispatched 2 submarine Lot Loe war zone.
.However, edministration . scurees - have
Y kirted In recent waeks that Argentina’s mili-
. tzry comrumicetions are beirz intercepted
'ty American imtelligence, The subrmarine
Ireponwaspnsumzb}yshzrz}w:m Eritain,
which hes access to much US. intelligence
, tpder Jong Banding AgTeEmen.. . o Sy -
| U.S. othcizls say they. &= Jnow-of any;
British surfsce ships thst zre currently in
the exclusion zope-zround the main Falk-]
lands, though British -peclez~rowered . sub-A

.. e

winter weather is beginnmg. U.S. cffcials
say the area had snow and s0-mite-an-bour
winds yesterday.- - | e
According 1o U.S. officials, the first wave
of British troops, 1,500 men aboard the ak~
crahi carrier Bermes, isn't likely to reach
the irnmediate Falklands area until Friday.
Scme days behind is the passenger ship
Canberra, carrying 2,400 troops. A thixd
ship, with 200 troops, has just Jelt Eritals.
US sources say Britain may bring the
foree 1o nearly 6,000 by dispatchirg ancther
1,000 troops shortly. - . -t )
However, US. miliary amalysts predict
that, before any large number of troops or
planes {= committed, Britais will attermpt to
disable the airfield at Port Stanley, of East
Feldaed. = -0 W rooL s
This could be done by a raiding party of
commandoes, who could be landed by subma-
rine. A. commande party: was landad on
South Georgia .to perform reconnaissance
before Sunday’s British -attack, and same

covld artive as early 2s Thrsday, ascord- | -
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Rritish sources say & similar scouting party
m;zlreadybemthe?alklmds. C s

marines are said to be patralieg theress .- 'y
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